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INTEODUCTORY CHAPTER TO THE 
THIED EDITION 

When this book waa firat publiahed fifteen yeara ago, 
thft things it had to aay were new to the English public. 
The Jewiflh question had never Lweo properly disnusapd 
or understood. For moat pn^opld it did not exiat. 

This WM leas true of the Engliah-appjiking world aa 
a whoLe. In the United States, and particuiarly m the 
town (jf New York, the Jewish queation was ever present 
and at times arjitfl ; but it had not rpnched eithpr in 
scope or intenaity the poaition it has achieved to-day. 
Bfing on a new subject and one, in England ai least, 
m unfamiliar, it is remBrkafale that a new edition was 
called for in half a doaen years. The time lag between 
the day when mattera of high public importance are 
Erst heard and the general diacuaaion of them, even on 
a amall scale, ia set going, ia uaually a good deal longer 
than that; especially where, as in this caae, the Press 
ifl concerned [through its dependance on Commercial 
advertioemont) to say aa little about it aa possible. 

Now that a third edition is called for, nine ycara later, 
we are in a different world sd far as the Jewish Queation 
ia cuncerned. Three things of firat-class magnitude have 
changed everything and have aroused universal interest 

Ttxiii 
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on the Bubject hero discussed r That intereat may la- 
croaae until it breeds eometdiog TPUCh graver than mere 
debate. 

Thrac three things which have of late accentuated the 
Jewish question are, fiiatn the advance of the European 
RpvoLuticn by the recent great amj dehnite atage it haa 
taken amce it was launched vith the enormous massacres 
in Ruaaia twenty yeafa agn. The Revolution haa ob- 
tained pDWQF in Spain^ hold^ nearly half that eountry 
and ia thi^re fighting desperately to extend ite power. 
Ai continental writers have recently put it, " The con- 
flagration haa now caught on at bolli ends of Europe." 
Moacow ia in power at Valencia, at Barcelona and 
(though preeariougly) at Madrid. 

The second thing is the violent reaction against the 
European Revolution of the government of Borlin, with 

the conflet|uent esile and peraecution of Jcwa throughout 
the {rerman Reich. It la now over four years ainee this 
completely new departure in European paliticfl began and 
there has been time to appTCciate the firat of its effects. 

The third thing is the matnripg of the Zionist erperi- 
ment in Palestine. 

This laet is not of sudden or recent appearance like 
the first twOr The Zionist experiment has been passing 
through gradual growth for many yaara. It has been 
present in the minda of men ever since the Great War, 
and the idea behind it has been present for a lift -time. 
What ia of actu:il and immediate Importance therein ia 
not the idea, atill leas the name, but the high sta^ of 
development which it has reached. For twenty years, 
ever aince the Balfour Declaration Nvas lirat made^ the 
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policy of the Zionists Kaa been in action. For fifteen 
or sixteen years It has coruolidated and taken root. 
But it was not until the Tiew Pfuasian policy, attooldng 
the Jewish race as a whole, was launched that Zionism 
entered what may be called " the acute phaap," and it 
was not till the Arab revolt of 1935-6 that the Wfst 
in genc^ral and England in particular began to under- 
stan'l how serious the husineas was. 

These three things taken tflgether open a new chapt+?r 
in the diacusaion of that gre-at problem with which the 
future will be necessarily occupied : ^ proiilem of 
Si^in^ the Jewish queslion zn jualicc aitd peace. 

If that problem ia not ao solved the fault will be oura, 
it will not be that of the Jsws, That it c&n be solved 
and permanently solved in. only one fashion, is the 
the^ of this bffok. That there is a new development 

through the three things here set dawn, is now so clear 
to everybody that we can grasp the praetieal poiuta of 
future policy more firmly and in more detail. 

The cry " 1 told you «o " is futile, but the drawing of 
lesfiona fiom experience is the very oppoaite of futility, 
it ia the most valuable form of constructive political 
thought. If you warn a man who cannot read, that 
a board marked " danger " on a frozen pond meana thin 
ice, and that ita neighbouchood ahould be avoided, then, 
if the poor fellow falla through, to say " 1 told you ao " 
when he ia dragged out dripping to tbe bank, leads 
nowhere except to his exasperation and in the satis- 
faction of one'a own vanity. But if, after the event, 
you ean convince him by this experience that these 
six odd marks which he did not understand and 
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neglpctfcl — D, *, fl, [J, K, H — meftn " look out ! Thinlcfi!" 
then ycfu liBve done something conatructive, If ever 
the cry. " I told you no " was well fDmtder)» it ffna so 
fouiLded in the case of thia book, but the hook will do 
no Rood unless its arj^unient la underatood. 

The peculiar and UTiiveraal danper of ConmnmiBm 
working from Moscow, its character and its intensity, 
has been Lit up under the fierce ahn^ of the firei con- 
suming shrinrn and chuiches throughout Spaiu. It 
has been emphasised by the murder of retigioD in an 
much of that unhappy country &8 was seized by t}ie 
revoUitionaries- 

Jews aa euch are not Ccimmunists, but the modem 
Gommuiust movement was inspired and ia directed by 
Jews. That is why the term "Jewish Communism" 
is heard tverywherc in conveTaalion, though nat in the 
Press; the Kevoluttoo now advancing in Europe is a 
part of the Jewish problem. 

My original atatcment that it would prove impossible 
to prolong the silly pretence that no Jewish question 
exiats, and ihat ignoring it would lead to an exploi^ion 
at some point, has br;en ampiv illustrated in the case 
of Gennany. 

The judgment that the Zionist experiment must at 
last prove unstable and would clamour fot readjustment 
haa become equally plain- 
In each of these typical fields a new departure has 
begun and a new atsge of development has been reached 
in a struggle which will soon preocciupy the whole world. 
No limit has aa yet been set to the progress made bv 
the Revolution, by the German persecution of the Jews, 
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or by llie reaction aj-ain^t J^jfuiiam : each of tlic three 
curves ia lifill risint;, Ijiit wc nrc Jilrejicly im"", in l9;iV, 
at JL jHjint im cuHi of tlio lliree curvci ^'Jion' itieir 
fonimljie can lie ae! ilnwn niul thoir probable fuTUfe 
course plnttnL oiil ; tin? iiiiiiinlint<^ pn<.[ Iihr. by lliis 
tinie, ufTordiHi enough evitk'noe fi>r aiieh coiitlii'iioiis. 

1 tlierefore take eacli uf ihcae thtv*? niiii]i foniis of 
w}iat is at roQt tlip satiie prohtem and p^amiTH? tliein 
aeparaU'tv in tlieir order; 

Firnt, The nature and [iroffre^*i of the Revolution at 
work throUf-liout our rulturt and inapired hy Ji'UL-isli 
Cnniitiiiiiisn]. 

>'e\t, the Mlivc np|Hjsition In Jewish power, the 
" foonlpr-offensive " as thoy tall it, whicli han heeii 
launchetl by Bcihn. 

Lnfltly, the business of I'jlb^tinf. 
The nature of the conflkt in Spain and liou- and why 
it is a branch of that general revoluticmnry movement 
called Jewish Conmiunisni iiuiat first be a^precinled. 

The original revolution in Moscow act out to de^ttoy 
Cap] talis ru. 

The reasons whirh made Ihat taak appeal <o the 
Je.wiah teniperaineni in general ami to the Rti^ian Jews 
in particular hove been set out in this book aiul need 
no repetition. Thn reasons that maJe Spain their next 
field of action, after Iheii attempt to work thrriu^h 
Central Europe had broken itnwn, do neeil expbnatiun 
because they arc ihorou^iily niieuntlerstootl. Spain is 
a long way from Kusaia ; the Spanish ten iperaii lent 
in nil ila forma ditfira marc frnin ttie Russian temper- 
ament than any other in Cliriatendom, The .Spaniard 
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— CaatitiQn, AnrlQlusifiii, Galician, even Cnlrnlonian — 
is intensely jirraonal. The theory or philuAuphy of 
CmiinLuni^iii cDirltl never lie accpptpd by the inaai* uf 
the Spanish pcopir Qz il mi^ht he by the mass of the 
Ru^Jiin people. The posit ive aiJe of Jewjali Cfnis- 
munL&ni as expriisaed Ifv MDrde{;ai hiinaelf (Mar^fJ and 
by all the other cxponema of it, Jew and Genliiej is 
theit insistence on the roritrol of the means nf pro^ 
duetion, distribution nnd exchftnpe, by oFfieinls of the 
commuTiitv — whioh turn out in practice to be in large 
proportion Jewish. The exploitation of the poor by 
the rich is thiiA destroyed and on the iiiippoaitiion that 
the ofjieiah of the community will he full of justict: an<l 
charity every one of the coinnuinity will receive his due 
flhate of the produce procenlmg from the SlAt« machine. 
Everyone will ulso b^ a <ilai"e of thJ* State ; but as th& 

prnh'Ei^rian worl^er un<ler Capitalieni i^ almoat a alav& 
already, he gains by the change, Hia life under Com- 
niunisni is even more cDiitrolLed by the will of other 
men than under Capitaliani, but he is free from tiic 
anstety of unenipbynient and (in theory at least) entitled 
to the full results of hia labour. 

With that positive side of Communism, I aay, the 
Spaniard had no sympathy whateveir You can find a 
few real eonununisia up and down Spain, hut thev are 
for the most part intellectuals of the common tniddle- 
dlasa type which you may find everywhere ; academic 
theorisers at the beat and adventnreia at the worgt. 
The new Cominumatii, however, proceeding from Moscow 
hod another i^ide, quite different from t}\p pn>iiiive 
OOP. This other side mfly by courtesy be called the 
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nc^atii'e sidp, Tor it did hdI. ilireDtIv point tnwards 
the cs1flflI^F^^||^E'llt 'jf ConLniiiniain. IJut it cL'rl-amly had 
liifihly pnflitivo chara;:tprifllica of its own. 

It in-sifll*[! on '' liquulntin'; " thoat win? liarl ifiTuriti-d 
or accguirod ihc hal>it of control under the mlil Christinn 
wirifly; imt only tlioi^u who wcrn tbi'iiisokc's in 
pr>j^sr9nioii of machinery &nd landa anfl resprtfi'R of 
iiccGfl&oriua — not only capitnliqCs, llint is — but JiU <jdii- 
catud nivn who, tiiougli t.hciinplvcs-prolctiirian iind 
|]099e9.ifd of nothings aympotlii&.'d witL t!ic traditions 
uf Cliristinn society; for l-h<!5e traditions include the 
right to propi>rty and the inJopcndarce of the faniiEy. 
It was neceaaary to " !ic|uidatc " thcM people, aiid 
further to " liquidjite " more p&rticulurly and more 
thoroughly those who passed on t\i<: tradition of tlie 
Christian reli^jnn. The simplest form of " li[|iiidatioTi " 
was nmrdcr, and under thp innpiratjun of Conimuniatn 
we BJiw murder on jl scale hitherto unknown even during 
the invasions of ihe pn^Dii Aiongol^. Pcic&ta by tciifl 
of thousands, the owiiera of ^vtaltk in every kind, 
the ^hcr^nts to old traditiona in every fortii, were 
nia^snnreil wherever the new fury could Atrikc, 

Moreover, Communi^ni declared itaelf not oidy nllielat 
but materialist in its atheiajn. It declared quite nccur- 
fltcly and logically that ita prime enCTiiy wna tlie 
Christian religion. 

Niiw Spain was a country in which the exploitation 
of the poor by the rich, such aa lakeq pliico under 
Capitalism, was more intensely resented by the victims 
of thnt system than Etnywhere else in EuropCr The 
mass of Spain is agricultural, and mucli of the agri- 
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cultural population had either strcurity qT tenuro or 
actual pusscasion of land !)uHiciciit to establish a jiiat 
and oontenlcd aocietv. But tlicrc were ^rcnt patchc? 
which Wire exccplional. In I he South, ihnt is jn 
Andalusin. the nLediaev.il Eirran^emenla of village life 
from which all the better tr^ditiona of ChriAtf^ndoni 
descend were not present. The land recimqucred from 
the ^!oor3 af the end of the Christian ojlvnnce a^iust 
Ihein ijiirin^ the last century of the Middle Agen vphs 
confiacatrd to the Crown* of the conqnerors, aa wna the 
universal cuAtom with land redeemed from Fagau or 
Mahomutedan invaders ; but it waa not redistributed to 
the peasantrv. It was given in huge estates to great 
nobles and other TavouriteRr The actjal tillers of the 
soil remained amongst the poorest in Europe, lu 
Andalusia therefore there wafl a wirt<*aprea[t fcehng of 
popular enmity against the wealthier cla^seSr But that 
hod tittle to do with the opportunity which other prirt? 
of Spanish society o^ered to revolutionary propaganda, 
Tlio Core of that opportunity was the intense fceliiig of 
the Spanish proletariat in the large towns, especially 
wherethesetonns had been industrialized. Nowhere was 
it felt more violently than in Barwiona, Anyone who 
ha« mixed with the people of that port, and hoi^ sect) 
the workers in its factories during the last thirty years, 
can testify to the intensity of the rising popular anger 
Qgain5t industrial conditions. Those who were readv 
to go to all lengths in order to end those conditions bv 
violence were a minority, flrd not a large minority, but 
they were exceedingly courageous, thoroughly dcter- 
mlueil, and inspired by the fullest hate. Thev- were 
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naturntly to be found mamly among the youn^r^r tnen 
of the induatrial proljMarifltn but tliey had aympathiaers 
outside that tlii-Sfl. 

' Meanwhile, there vraa a Tiatrcd of the Church aa ^ 
violent as, or more violent than, the hatred of the rich 
and of the aystem whereby the rich wcrp auppcrted. 
This hatred of the Church waa not dutn aa foreignera 
have ignorantly nnd even stupidly aiippofled, to the 
wealth of the Church ; the Spanish parish nlprgy were 
amDn[4 the poorest In EuropCn &nd anyone who v.ill go 
carefully over the Hat of those known to have been 
murdered will satisfy himself that envy ot wealth had 
Qothing to do with the crimes. Half the priests of 
Spain have been savagely put to death by the rcvolu- 
tionariBB, and very few of them could have known from 
one day to ftnothpr where to find £10. Humble villa)?n 
prieata, aptung from the people, indietinguishable in 
inanneia and speech from the peftsanla around them and 
teas endowed with gnods then any other claaa in the 
country, were the gpecially choapn victims. 

Here again it waa a minority, as might be expected, 
that committed aueh shacking crimes. The hulk of the 
population, even in great towns, were churchgoing 
Cathohca This was manifest in BflrcelDna^ though 
Barcelona was the very focus of the revolution. But 
the Church waa aasocistpd in the minds of the revolu- 
tionaries with the best of all the traditions they were 
determined to destroy. 

At this point let it be carefully noted and fixed in the 
reader'j^ mind that the Spanish conflict is easenlislly 
a rehgiaus war. It doea not call itself such. The 



xxxii THE JEWS 

fiuperfii:iiil foreign ohaerver, eappciflHy if he be fram 
a o>unlry wlicre Catholiuisni in virtUJilly unknown \a 
the mass of men, may well tliink the other denicntg tTi 
the stnifjftle to he of grcBter iniportancc, and particularty 
the fllru[!["le between Capital and Labour. But in all 
ita miiiiifusTaliona of elcIivc hatted, eapecially ita organ- 
izin;^ of murder, Communisin in Spain amc& the outbreak 
of the revolution baa beon apeciallyand part ieularly anti- 
Christian. 

In that part of Spanish territory still in the hanHa 
of tbe revolutionadea it has been impo9sibk to practise 
religion, or to teach religion to the young. What la 
more, implemf^uta and aymbolB of rebgion were sya- 
Icuiatically destroyed wholcaale because the Revolu- 
tionaries judged, quite rightly^ that flynibola are a 
support to Religion. They are also proofs of its 
presence. In a great many cases the possession of a 
crucifix or a rosary was a death-warrant. 

When thy organized reaction against this f>iitbun<t of 
nnarr:hy and murder a^ose under the conduct of General 
Franco, it BCemed ftt first as though Madrid wherein the 
gold of the r^ountry was amassed — particularly in the 
Bank of Spain— would be seii^ed by the insurgent*, 
Madrid was saved from capture by something which 
thenceforward dominated tbe situation— foreij-n inter- 
vention. The Communist Government of Russia began 
to pour in munitions of war through the eastern ports 
which were under the control of revolutionary bodies, 
pnncLpally composed of young men and most of them 
Anarchists. With the Anarchists, Moscow Communism 
was not in great sympathy. They would be a disturbing 
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factor. But anythitif^ was thought by Moscow worthy 
of auppDrt which helpeJ to destroy ChrtHtJAEi Spain. 

The jtmng revolutioflfliles, both the comparatively 
small body within Madrid itaetf and the much larger 
bodies from the eaatem seaboard, were enniUerE ita 
militia, so wcrt the men let looae from the gaola, and 
almoat anyone who cared to join for such pay oa the 
revolutionary government could offer. 

The cournge of theae irregular troops waa very fine 
but their lack of diBcipline was hopelesan and the in- 
surgent aircraft could drive the militiamen out of thrir 
badly made trenches almost at will. The advance on 
Madrid from the South was bo rapid that the centre of 
the town would certainly have been reached in the firat 
Mntinuous movement had it not been necessary to 
rewiTie the Army cadets who were holding out againat 
the revolutionariea at Toledo, in the niiiifary achool of 
that town, which was alao the old cflstie. the Alcaaar, 
Thia deflection from Franco's mfiin purpose gave the 
revolutionary gDvemment time to bring up tanks— not 
of the first quality, but sufiicient for the purpose and 
provided by Moscow, The advance waa checked and 
the penetration of the town of Madrid never got beyond 
the out^rtA. 

Thence onwards masses of muaitLoument and men 
1»gan to reach the revolutionary side in all manner of 
ways. The revolutionaries tavrng seized the gold of 
the country— about 130 BiiiKona (probably more count- 
ing private aources) — they apent it wholesale, buying up 
OUt-of'Workfl in the Southern French towns and clse- 
whete. They alao bought up at a very high price^ for 
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it was risky work, pUofa and machines for air fighting. 
MtaDwhile» the Freocb Go^crcment waa secretly con- 
niving at the passage of French acropUncH over tliP 
Pyieneea, 

Framxi and his insurgents w#re also receivingfeinForce- 
meDta; not of course fm the aamft scale as their opponents, 
and this for two reasons. Fiiat, becauae it was more 
difficnlt to reach Ihem with the French GDvemment 
hoatile to the insurgent cause and with only one port at 
their dieposal, that of Cadiz ; secondly, because they 
had been better equipped at the beginning of their 
movement than had the ramshsekle and til-organized 
revolutionary herd caUing- itself " the Government 
forces'* (often known in this country as "conntitu- 
tional " — the most comic epithet which under the cir- 
pumatances POtdd have bwn flpplj&d). 

Soon a certain number oF German ejperta, cBpecially 
expert organisera of flying work and a ceitain number 
of German pilots and machines, and another contingent 
of Italian engineers and machines appeared on the 
insurgent side. The numbers thus contTibuted have 
never been accuretely ascertained. They were probably 
more than S.fkOO men and less than 10,000^ so far as 
ground work was concerned : they were all volunteers, 
but their volunteering waa winked at by the authoritiea 
of the countries from which they came. On the revolu- 
tionary side far larger numbem of hired mercenaries 
but also younj! foreign revolutionaries, filled with a 
genuine enthusiasm for the Anarchist or Cummuqtst 
cause, as the case might be, came flooding into Eastern 
Spain, organized their International Brigade, and soon 
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became the best disriplinpd nod (for a Loii^ Eim^) (he 
Only acrifnis fighting force whirli Fratn:o had to iritet- 

TrarsfnnTH'cl thus during tlio last k-iy inontlis, this 
condition of »lT»irs hns, lo use a nictiiplinr Taken from 
the Oreat War, " frystani^ixi." Heinforremen's in men 
and mstt^rial continue to leach both sidea, but the 
revolutionary Aide ia more constantLy supplied than thft 
other. On the other hand, tliat half of the Spanish 
navy which joined the revolutionnrica became inconi- 
peteot through the murder of its officers, and the other 
half which joined the nati-onahsta or inBiirgent flnti- 
revolutionaries could have aomp pffeet, though not a 
very great ODe» in checking the support of the Reds 
From Diitsiiie. 

We are now, after the hr^t completed year of the war, 
in the following situjition. The port of Bilbao ami its 
iron supplies [which had been seized by the levolution- 
aries, aided by a minority of the Busquea) has been 
eaptured after prolonged efforts by Franco anil through 
it he can receive supplies. Malaga also has been reatared 
to normal government and the revojutinnarics who had 
aeiaed the town have been driven out. For Komi' months 
the Great Powers have played inaincefely at confming 
the conflict to Spain and at preventing foreif^n inlPi- 
vention. But their motives am all at cross puiposes and 
therefore no ecriona plan huia b[-pn carried out. The 
obvious policy for England h tn kepp Spain as weak a& 
poaaible and to prevent the highly centralised and disci- 
ptined new Italian Power from eatabliBhing itself further 
in the Western Mediterranean. England is therefore 
interoated in two main points of polity— preventing the 
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outbreak of a EiiropeaTi var which would be Fatal to 
her, Qnd keeping Spain weak and dividod aa long as 
posaibb. For Spain to he rcuTiitcd under & strong 
government such as Franco propnaes, would be a (^rave 
menace to English power in the ^ledittnanean. For 
Italian influence to domina^tc in Spain^ and particularly 
in the Ealeariea, would be even worse for thie country. 

The Gavcrnrnpnt at BerEin is aincerely occupied with 
fij^hting & European revolution. It ha» no local purpose 
to serve but it Bynipathizea with the an ti- revolutionary 
Italian Government in all its ainis. 

The Portuguese const, which is of the hrgheat value 
for auppliea to Franco, ia under the eflicient adminis- 
tration of a atron^, c:entraU2ed government after the 
Italian model, presided over by a character worthy of 
bis task, utterly indifferent to private gain or any 
personal advantage but doininatingly anti-revnlutionnry. 

The French situation is divided, and the division ia 
(Umoat AS comic in itfl irony as the results may be tragic: 
in tiieir eiTect. The major part of the proressional 
politicians (who are the curse of modern France and 
have brought her to her present weakness) are on the 
revduliunary eide, and it is they who, ao fat as they 
can and dare, supply the new aircraft which ia the chief 
weapon of the Reds. The motive of these politicians in 
this, as in everything they do, is peraonah The support 
of the Hmall Communist minority in France foncaixth 
of thfi voting ia nominally Communist and perhaps 
one-twelfth sincerely ao) ie necessary to keep the poli- 
ticians in the saddle. The intensely anti-Catholic 
organization of the Radical party and the less viobut 
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but better cli^iplinpd SociaCist pirly are on tlie sflmr 
aiJc as the Conitiiiini^ts. These bctivcpn llicm conBtitiiCi' 
that " popular front " jn France whicli was organizal 
from Moscow dumi- nioiitha ago. 

This memiini^b^ and silly phrasK" pupular front " liaa 
caughtan with tlic wire-pullrrs of pi>litica] cummittpeaH 
but corresponds jn no way to the nation. The Frenfli 
nation as a ^hilr is determined above all thingrL t-o 
prevent the war spreading. On the other hard^ it is 
auapicioua of any inf rfiase of Germ'an power and has an 
hereditary reai^TtDn against deapotjc govcrnnii^nt. It [a 
to be remarked that the directmg part of the Frem-h 
army ia preoecupied with the impor[anc:e of preventing 
any increase in German powpf. Thus there is in France 
a double confused ctirrent of opinion, nf ^hich the 
revglutionaiy aide in Spain can take advantage. On 
the other hand the French politicians cannot po beyond 
a certain point in thc-ir secret support of the ftpianieh 
Reda, because they know that an outlireak of ""ur in 
which France was invoked would be an end not oidy 
of their lucrative careers but of their liv^s {The French 
Government in its present deplorable pha!;e ha*; been 
well described as " Politicians on the make, restrained 
by their terror of the pcopl*'.") 

Avery important feature In any estimate of what thff 
eventual fate of the Spanish conflict mav l>e is the 
condition of propaganda on the two aides. 

On Franco'^ side there is virtually none Frpnco'u 
aide is national and the Spanish national temper does 
not Lend iLielf to this form of tomnkemialised falsehool. 
Such facta as have bceit put fofth in foreign magazines. 
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and occflaionally in iJn? foreign daily prpss, Jo support 
FroTico'a cuu&€ and that oi the traditionally Chtistiao 
Spain wliii^h lie is defenJing have Wn from gdh- 
Spanianh, of whom 1 think the moat effective haa been 
Mr. Douglaa Jt?rrold. On the other side propaganda 
niay be dtsrrlbed aa the irmin weapon. It la iined with 
all the well known trieka of that trade, and uaed, oa the 
Americans sayn " to capacity'," Franco ha<l with him 
in ]ii^ first olTarta a considerable contingent of jitoroccan 
troops— just as wc attempted to uae Indian troops 
durifig the Great War and the French actually did uae 
Afritan troops, Mahonnnedaii and negro. The presence 
of these non-Rnmpean cicnienta on the insurgent side 
lias been advertised by the Bejla for all it is worth. 
Great bodies of opinion in England and America stilL 
thinlf of tlir Rpaniah war as beiiia n crufthing o£ free 
men by an armed despot who usee black savages for 
hia main inslrtinicnt. In the same way the reinforce 
nieiif of Fmneo's aide bv a ainall number of foreigners 
was shouted all day long through a hundred organs, 
wLiilc Ihe much larger reinforeeinenta of the revolution- 
Btiea waa left unmentioned- Now and then we gut 
a tpsi case, aa in the murder of Mias Bolatid, a Catholic 
Irish Wly, bythe Reds just as they were leaving Bilbao. 
Thia Indy waa bom a British auhject and remained one 
by international law. She was posaee^d of a British 
passport. Yet the incident poBsed almost unnoticed 
— Csspccially in England. 

In ao far as propa^^anda can win a war the Keda hold 
all the triunpa. 

This is only natural, conaidering the motive power 
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behind the revolutioharica which works everywhere by 
the auppreflsLoiY of truth on the one &ido and prupagntion 
of faleehood on the ather. Duting a lonR viait to the 
United StiteB in thiaaumnipr of 1937 I found the effecia 
of the propjinnnda everywhew formidable ami in many 
places supreme. The presen&e of Moses Boacnbrrg. the 
Russian Jcwh aa chief organizor of the Beds (he aliaurdly 
calls himself " Marcel " Koscnber[-), 1 found had not 
been Leord of in New York and none of the niain newa- 
papeia would mention it. Happily propaganda pushed 
beyond a certain point defeats its own ohjcet, and the 
Moscow Communists here, as in every case public and 
private, undef-estiitialfi the intellli-cnce of what the 
Germans call " Aryans '' an<1 what yon and I know m 
"you and me" If you lie too prodigiously you arouaft 
fiuspicion, and it InokB as though tliat hid already 
begun in the case of those who direct the eKcccJingly 
un-Spanish Bed propagandFi from Spam. 

What the upshot of thia critical alniggle in the .Spanfab 
field may he certainly no one can tell at the moment in 
which these words are written (Auguat 1937), but as 
certainly anyone may eonfidenlly afiirm that on that 
upahot will depend, more than upon anything elae, the 
future of Communism in Wcatern Europe. 

Next let me take the proscription of Jews m Gennany. 

The Naai policy at Berlin in so far as it affects tha 
Jewish question has one main interest apart from it* 
merely dramatic interest of surprise or sensation. That 
intereat is this : what effect will it have upon a aolution 
of the Jewish question^ Is it an advance towarda 
a just aolutioit of that question or not t 
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T do not mean " Is the Maii action towards the Jews 
a jgat solulion or not ^ " for it is not a solution at alL 
I mean rather "Will the clfecls proceftiini^ from this 
fludden piece of radical reform make towards tt final 
equitflhle result ? " 

Tnere ig no doubt that the Nazi attajik was sincere, 
Therp is no doubt thnt ia ihe eyes of its autliOTs it wna 
provoked by a situation which ihey thought mtolerable. 

But cnn it bf fniilful ? 

Let iia begin by remarking that this shock haa cleared 
the air. That is the effect of moat shocka. They get 
rid of humbug. It is perliaps their chief advantage, 
and often their only one, "The Germana," you wiU 
have heard it Baidn " have belled the cat. No one now 
ia afraid to discus the Jewish quention as they used to 
bo. That is all to the (^nod/' Yes, it is all to the good 
that frpc discussion ^houhJ arjae on a matter which had 
been under such an irrational taboo. It is indeed true 
that ainee the violent attack on the Jewish race by the 
Prussian Government through wholesale npoliiition, the 
destruction of their professional careers in Gemiany, 
the extraordinary restrictions upon intercourse and, 
most extravagant of aU» the declaration of Jewish blood 
up to and including the last generation hut one— ail these 
thingfl have cleared the air. So for that matter would 
an attack by a Jewish State against a Christian or 
Mahoniniedan minority clear the air. Anything al once 
sudden^ startling and violent, clears the air. But be- 
yond that the Nazi policy has done vety little. Those 
who support it in ita own country talk extravagantly 
about It. They say^ 'MVe have conqiieted the Jewa 
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flfld therefore we have won the Great War." These are 
the oftuaS wordft they use. I am not exaegeratinf;. 
They seem to tliink they havp done aomething which \b 
for all time and which will have the moat prodigious 
resutta. 

Now there ate two criticiamB to be majJe of this atti- 
tude. The firnt ia that the attack made upon the Jews 
ia Gprmany is neither thorough nor final The second 
is that you will not achieve a victory until you have 
some moral ci^nsecratiou for it. A murder may have 
Bome laating poritical result if you can enanri^ the con- 
tiDuanoe of ita effect by the continued prosperity of the 
murderer. But injustice of this kind cannot solve any 
problem, and there is grave and glaring injustice in the 
Nazi policy against the Jowb, for these two aiuiple 
reasonH, fta fnmiliar to Greek philosfiphy aa Co the 
Christian conscience ; firat, that juatice concerns the 
individual soul^ not a type or race. Secondly, that 
you cannot jus'ly destroy a bilateral agreement by a 
unilateral declarfktion. 

Let unlook at the agreement, open or implied, between 
our- eivilitation and the Jews everywhere, but par- 
ticularly in the Prussianise^I German Reich, for it was 
there that thia agreement had the fullest effect and 
that Jews moat benefited hy it. We Europeans had 
add to the JcTCB, " You are eitizena like ourselves. You 
have made your arrangem-i^nta for Jiving under our 
code of lawa, and that code guarantees you your 
posseasiona and your contracts." It is not immoral to 
declare a new policy and to 9ay, "We will in future 
regard Jews as citizens of a different class from thoae 
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around them, "heir hoeta ; tlity htv in fact diiferent and 
wp propose in future to' lecogniit tbat faqt LuatEad of 
carrying on with the fictioo — for it is no better— that 
there ia no difference between ua," But when things 
of thnt kind are done, jnatice d^nianda that tlio effect 
flhall bo gradual, anil that the Lo^r by any new regu- 
lation shall be compenaated. We may make a law 
to-motrow to say that a foreigner ghall not own English 
land in freehold : if we apply that law retrospectively 
without compenBation, and deprive the foreigner of land 
which he has bought at hia own aacrlfice, we have 
committed theft. 

Now that has gone on all over the field of Judao- 
German relations, and becanae these ai:tions are grosaly 
unjust, therefore immoral, they must inevitably carry 
v^lth them retribution. 

A citiaen acts under a certain code of law. He exer- 
ciaea hia civil righta and proposea 1o bring up hia son 
in the profeasjon of. say. medicine. He stinta himMlf 
perhaps in hia daily life in order tJ> provide the money 
for the yoimg man's training. The lad ia trained, paaaea 
examinations, walks the hoapilala, obtains a good degree, 
and launches oi-t into his profession. After some years 
of practice he is aiicccsafuh mames on the strength of 
it, and ia established. Then out of the blue, you say 
to him, " Because you are a Jew, you Bhall no longer 
be allowed to carry on your profeseion," You ruin him 
by breaking a clear coatract- You do so with no moral 
excuse. 

It is eiiactly the aame with any other of the pro- 
feBfliona, membership of which haa suddenly been for- 
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bidden to Jewg in the Rrich. It is no answer to say 
that the proportion of Jews in these profeasioiis was 
ejicessive; it ia no answer to say the Jew waa a. new 
amvflL " You made a cnntract with him, and yen have 
broken it.'-' There is no reply to that iodictment. The 
iDBin rulea of jiifltice are clear enough, and they have 
here been violated- 

Moat of my readera 1 fear will not accept the pro- 
position that a violation of morals on a large scale 
earries mith it retribution on a ainiilar scale. They are 
sboTt'Bighted if they think thusj but daily experience, 
carrying no further than Jaily experience, ts certftiniy 
on their aide. Every day we see violations of justice 
going on around ua which are followed by no evil conse- 
quence to the evil-doer. On the contrary, we aee given 
him more wealth, or leiaure, or faiiiS, or Standing, or 
some other Rood than be had before. Men are there- 
by tempted to denv the ultimate juatice of God in 
tempor&L afiaira. But what no one can deny is tha 
miasing of a mark. If your policy is unjust, it 
may or may not be followed by retribution, that 
is debatable; but if your policy is amied at aecuring 
& certftin result and it nianifeatly does not secure it, 
then the failure of your policy ia not debatable. Now 
the Nazi attsck upon sueh of the Jewiah race ne are 
Bubjcct to BftUn is, as I have said, not thorough, 
not final, but incomplete, and I tiink floon to prove 
abortive. 

1 flay this apart from the fact that Israel ia eternal, 
and Niiiidom moat certainly not eternal. The policy 
hu nussed its mark, on lower grounds ; it haa miased its 
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mark, becaiiee it has not darpd to be thorough and haa 
not had the competence tn he vqU thought out. 

Take two poinla, one bjf one, and see Low iho policy 
fails. 

You can prevent marriage tetween a declared Jew, 
or a person of <]oclared Jewish bfood, and a peraon of 
other blood, or of supposedly other blood, but you 
cannot prevent a^aiia between the two, and you cannot 
even be certain in this particular caqc that the person 
of suppcraedlv Jewish blooi) is really Jewish, or that the 
imppo^edlv non-Jewigh person has no Jewish blood in 
hitn which may reappear in another generation. The 
attempted prohibition i^ m&ohanrcal and that alone is 
auflicient to make it futile as applied to human alTaiTS, 
for human HftairB are essentially organic and non- 
mechanlcal, and, apart from that, it relies upon nccra- 
wrJly iziaufficient evidence. It may be said that a 
certain rough knowledge of the situation is eut^cient, 
and if the mixtuie of races cannot be entireiy prevented 
it may be largely checked, but it can be checked much 
lesa largely than the promoters of this policy seem to 
think. 

Or, a^ain, take the provision affecting the proffssions. 
You do not make it affect — probably you camiot make 
it affect — money dealing ; and yet that profeBsion of 
money dealing is the most important prof'^ssion in the 
modem world. The ofRcial attack up<jn the Jews in 
the Heich has nowhere been more lopsided and glaringly 
ineffective than in its dealing with the big fiuancial 
houscflr The Nasis allow the influence of those hnuaea 
to go on; they probably could not help allowing it; 
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but in oHowing it they ^ive away the whole of their 
position. It was the name with the multiple-shops and 
other bip hiiaineasea which were in Jewish hands. The 
Nazis had not the will or the power \a suppress them. 
But perhaps the worst weflkneaa of the whole attack 
upon the Jews in Germany is that it has no philosophj' 
behindit»or at least 110 philosophy of general applicntioii 
and of ascerlainai>le principle. Befauae an eccentric 
Frenchman of the name of Gobineau affirmed that the 
principal virtues derive from a certain stock which he 
called Germanic (and which, by the may^ be found 
espteislly puri^ in the Spanish peasantry ]). you cannot 
— even ifthiaewentric Frenchman were divinely inspired 
— inalrt certain that the people living in Germany who 
did not happen to be Jews are of this peculiar and god- 
like Gort. It is lomfwilery to pretend it. It la racial 
vanity gone mad. Kow illusion in any form can be 
a leatricted evil if it is not acted upon with logical 
thoroughneea, but oncft you act on an illusion loRically 
you pa^ the practical line between sanity and madne&9. 
If you cherish an illusion that you arc the Emperoc of 
China, and neither act upon that illusion nor draw 
rational deductions from it (such as that your wife is 
the Empreaa of China), there is no great harm done. 
Your excellent wife can be merciful to your foible, and 
yet when she ia nut of your presence cease to play ihe 
part of the Empress. But were you to act upon the 
illusion, condemn people to death on the strength of it 
and try to execute them, your illusion will go ofT the 
rails. Extravagance pushed beyond a certain point ia 
unworkable, because it is mad. 
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Pcrhapa tho twn moat practical consideratioris in con- 
nection with thia dopflrtment of our subject are: (I) 
How long the. present German drive against the Jews 
CAQ last, Aud (2) How widespread and profound will he 
the mevitable reactions against it outbid? Gernianv, 

If yuu adopt an irrational attitude you are challcngtng 
tbe human race. Tou are at the best making jouiscif 
Tidiculous and at the worat making youi^elf imposeible. 
Further you are buying £1 for 30s, You are deliberately 
cteating difficulties for youTseif which you naii^ht have 
avoided and which far outmeigh the advantagea you 
hope to obtain. Let any man look at his own life, if it 
haa beeu at aU futl, and aak himself what would have 
happened if he had goue out of his way to make every 
Jew of his private acquaintaniie an enemy. The ulti- 
mate auffering which ho would have incurred is tht 
image of what a race or a nation may suffer if it acts 
on similar irratiooal lines. 1 Bball be saying in another 
com:LectioQ that the taking up of the Jewish cause in 
Zionism against the whole world of Islam was in our 
own case a gratuitous piece of folly, but it is b. folly 
more capable of remedy and presumably of restoration 
than the folly on the other e:^treme of challenging such a 
permanent factor in the general construction of our 
civUiaation ^ n formed by the Jews. 

It is not as though the .Jews in Germany had acted 
as enerniefl of the German people, Jewish Communism 
was hostile to the Getniari race and to the aomewh^t 
exasperated nationalism of the Reich» hecauae Jewish 
Oommuniam is opposed to all national patriotisms except 
that of its authcra. But Jewish Communism is not 
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^tntjcnl wifb t>ie Jewish racp^ still Ipm ^vith (he iiuli- 
viduala of thflt race, Berlin, by acting as she hik« doTie 
in tKis nmtt^j. Iins not made iUcIf a rail ving- point for 
all t^otiP who would restriol Jewish power, atill ifms has 
it made itself n rallying- point for ail those who would 
state the truth on the Jewish problGm and [liscu:^ it 
reasonably. Berlin has not made itself a rallying- point 
even for anli-Comfiiunisni, as it might «-p|l havr done 
had it lucidly distinguished between th? Jewish element 
in Communism and the Jewish raoe as a whole. 

We look round and see tbat no one hits copied the 
e:cainpleof Bi>rlin. Italy, which iitaiigurateJ the ntoctern 
flyflteni of absolute government, has not done so. it 
has wisely used Jews of hi^li talent to help it in the 
tKonatniction of Italian affaiis, and if it he said that 
this is hft^u^e Italy was not proi,-alred a3 Germany woa 
by any great number of Jews on her territory, then 
what about Poland ' Poland has a far larger pro- 
portion of Jews-tbSn ihe Reich. She has recently and 
withdiihcultyriBen from the dead. She suffered horribly 
from the War — far more than the Gennan Reich suffered' 
Shp might be pxiiuscd inilfeJ for losing her head over 
a prciblem which has gravelv a^ected all nations, and 
p&rticularly our own. Instead of that, shi: has gone to 
m?et the Jewa half-way and it has been greatly to her 
advantage. 

Kow let us tum to the thi-T'd point, the present stage 
{and ciisis) of Zionism, It is as important in its way 
is the other two, but it can be more briefly d^alt witK- 
It is the one most directly Jewish, though certainly 
not the moet important. What stage haa been reached 
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in this matter and what may be tbe po^ibk devpTop- 
iiient ? 

The new factor in the affair since. the last edition 
of thia hook in H>28, is tht Arab insurTection of 1935-6, 
Tlie word " insurrection " sounds altogether too grand 
for the buaincsfl. Itwasnomorethantheactionor a few 
snipers, petty raids on Jewish plaDtations and h regret- 
table but not very large number of Jcwiah deathn ; also, 
naturally, aa the Arabs l^jok the initiative, a certain 
number of Arab deaths, The thing as a whole was on 
quite a small sc^al^. 

The population ^vas disarmed, as it Is out neceaaary 
policy tn disarm all populations subject to our rnle, aa 
the Irish were disarmed until the other day, and bs 
millioDS of discontented subjects are disarmed a\\ over 
the alobc, whether under English, French, itnhan. 
RuuiAn Or any other masters^ 

Why then was that insurrection, a thing on so very 
small a neale and so soon over, all important ? Why 
did it inark a new departure ? Because it illuistrated 
the weakness of our whole position in Syria to-day, and 
particularly the threat wlticli it involves. Most of what 
can be said on this subject has already been said in the 
pages of this book. All thut can he added to it here is 
the important fact that our original policy, or rather 
laek of policy, lias been fnllowed up and we are now 
eonipelfed to come to some decision after having char- 
actetistieally postponed that decision as long as w-c 
could. So to act is the fruit of that spirit which is 
called by uarioua phases and names : " compromise," 
" common sense," " we are not logical people," " ifiud- 
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dlLnc flirnngli " ]iii(| nil tlip rcat nf the suicidal lifEiny. 
There Wiis a (inn.' when ^ve cnul'J offitrrl to trilk J'ii1]L>i'ih, 
just Jis n rK-}i yoiiii" nijui in a secure home can nfford to 
play tlic fooL That tinir? has gone, 

WJiiil Bnlfaur ht<l in rjiind whtn he offered Pakstine 
to th<; Jcwii jiu part uf the spoib in thfi courst of tho 
Great Wor, we all know. Tlie man was an intenJiir 
patrioF, he understood the power of Jewish finance with 
which we wore alhed. He know soinothiup, ihoiiyh aut 
very much [and that in a. confn^er] way) of th? thon 
interwoven strands of Jewish racisil feelinj^ and German 
racial fpehng. He waa ifeterniined to put the former 
at the sorvioe of Great Eritnin. to whieh he was an 
poasionatoly attacheil, and with which [.he Jews had 
worked furi]iore than two hundred year*. He of course 
did nut understand, anv more than tho reat of the 
governing claa^ to whieh ho Lolon-iod, what was ine^nt 
by the piohleni. If he bjun-ierod, one con at loaal say 
this; that tho blunders of the governing clasa in this 
and other matters, are nolhin^ to what thev would ha^je 
been if they had been made by those olassea in En|<land, 
which are so easily governed, Lurkily these did not 
(aa yet) interfere with foreign pohcy.* 

' Tbtre arc sif^iis that thia htppy Ln^iiflcrciuv ot the Enj^liah 
pnijilc 10 thp inenaiire? of those nUo rule Ihem la ^ruwiny jn- 
HHure. It iifw iht fruit nf bng peace. TLc Ctvnl War and 
cflpeeiiilly tlif lucdy apppnninut of consfriplion rhunyed all. 
(ireat HclioriB at thi- p-foplp will now GirpiMH thcni«i.']^['B adivcly 
on wmc pDijiL in foreign policy "hpre, before ihi? ^ar^ ihr-y 
*oiilii hai-t regards! ihemwfvia^rip^hEly) oa IncoinpctcnL. Thoy 
are ao drUrmincfl to bv^h,| a in-w rjill lo itrms Hint Uipj' ivilL 
Btlually inlcTpoH Ui enforce what tliE^y haw kfmn [x^rftiuulod 
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Anyhow, to Arthur Balfour, when he ni&dc this offer 
to the Jews, the itfholo thinj^ aeemed quit* suitable. 
The Jews would l^c very a\nd to get Palestine, and 
there WM nothing to stop them. The Arabs did not 
count. As for the old ChriHtijin feeUng about the pUcp 
it was a silLy superstition which hud no strength save 
vith certain bockwatd and poorer eleniecita of eon- 
tinenlal Europe, and posaibly (by -the way), with the 
IriRh — another reason for Jespiaing it. That a Jew 
governing Golgotha niiRhthp a aouree of serious Jrritntion 
to important opponents could never have crossed hia 
mind- 
To-day. after these very few years, even the most 
obtuse of hia compeers underatanda that Jews holding 
KftEflrcth might prove a very aerioua irritant indee<l in 
quite serious centres which are atill, ifttr ft fashinr. 
Christian. (I can iniaginc a. pilgrimage to the shrine of 
the Annunciation losing its tamper after the pilj^rima 
had interviewed a local Jewish authority for permission 
to do so : strange, but true.) Until the Germans, or 
rather the peculiar government of Berlin, launched ita 
altack agamat the Jewish oationals of the Reich, there 
WHS no very strong drive amonL;> non-Jews in Europe for 
coutinued Jewiah immifiTation into Palestine save in 
Poland. The Pohsh government of courae waa all in 

vEH ensure their ropose. (iriAt maHeo. bfiyond thoBV of Ehe 
eiibuiba, recently dainounjd against and ivwcrapd our canflidcrrri 
policy art Abyuinia, with the leault that '*o havo Cor ihe 
nmmcnt or fowler Inat Lha Bab-el-Mnndeb, Uio ii^te of,lhc 
Had ScA, and therefor^ Itie uhorter rwid In Endiu, ifhioh in 
TuLun^ iVrt i^nomy limy control or a ttiei\d vIid will Jomand 
bin price. 
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favour, becaune the more they fould " runoff "or" tap " 
the Jewish trouble in their own country and divert it 
mtc anothpr, tlie better for thpni, seeing the enormous 
Jewiat populfltLun with which Poland is burdened. 

By the way. it is ciirious that those pnopie who are 
alwap telling ua that n Jewish niinoritj- ig a aoiirce of 
wealth and power^ do not apply that dictum to Poland. 
It is Htranger stiM that those who tell us that justice to 
Jews i£ afwaya rewarded at once hy Heaven, never 
emphaaizplhe special care the PoEes have taken to give 
their Jpwieh auhjects privile^. 

When the government at Berlin be^an^ in violent, 
dramatic fashion, ils attack on Ihe Jewish people, every- 
one who differed from the government of Berlin (and 
that, they will he sorry to hear, covers the vast majority 
of what they themaelves call " Aryina "), hcrame much 
more inclined than they had been before, to defend the 
Jpwiah thesis. " We uaed to think," they said, " that 
the Jewb had no great grievan<jc, for, though it is true 
they have no country of their own, yet they were not 
badly treated by Their hosts, but, if anythinj;, a little 
too well treated — especially in Germany, But now 
we Bee how unjuatly Jews are made to suflVr." 

For there had come that startling thing — it was a 
tbnQderbolt^— the moral declaration nf war by the 
triumphant Nfl^is upon the Jews who had the misfortune 
to he the aubjectfl oF Berlin. Afipr that the old argument 
broke down. The opponent tn ZionienL could no longer 
fl*yi *' What do Jews need with a national home ? " 
Every German Jew could answer, and every honest 
^ man as well : " We now quite understand the need for 
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some place where Jews may be ^uamhten! Ir> live at 
peace without encroacliing upon their ncighhoure,'' 

But in that last phrasf coTiica the whtylc crux of the 
alTair ; — " without encroaching upon their riei^liboifrs." 
It ia tmr that the Jowjah [niini^irdlLr^n i]i['j Palcatinc 
bought at very high prices the bud on which il aetllcd ; 
it 18 further true that it developed the value of that 
land immensely, not mecety by the preaeure of millions 
of money, but hy the exer&ise of ori^niziug power and 
of indufttry. It is true, as the Ziomat complains, that 
he took nothing from Palestine, but hugely added to 
what he had found there. 

Unfortunately the point is not an economical one, hut 
a sptTitual one. labm hates and despiaea th? Jew, ^nd 
what we were domg in Palestine was to throat &n in- 
creasing bodv of Jews und« the protection of Britiflfi 
power, into the fleah of Islam. It was a ehallenge to 
that feeling which Islam has for the Holy Ploc^^, It 
waa a challenge to that feeling within the verv territory 
which was hiRtoricallv the heart of Islam, for though 
Ifllam came from the nande to the South, it waa firat 
planted in Syria; and Dnmnscus ia the heart of ita 
legend, tradition and honte. 

Now, at that word " Damascus " it is well that we 
should pause. No English journal to my knowledge^ 
and certainly no English politician, has told people what 
Damaacus nieana. Dumascus is Syria and Svxia is 
Damascus. Pompey knew that, and all thf successful 
maaters of Aniioch even, before him. You cannot rule 
Syria against the will of Damascus ; you can always rule 
Syria with the support of Damascus. Had the Crusaders 
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BPiaed DjiniA^ctiiq ftnit held it willi a sufficient gfirrii^iin, 
Europe would linvo lieen in thr mitiftt of lylnm lon^ 
aincc, anJ Islam wQiiid hflvc withered. Ttie retire nifiii. 
(the inevitable retirpmrnl) of tSe cornbinc-d French and 
German forceu from bfforc Usnifiseus in 1148 waa the 
doom oF the Cruaaiios anil the aotiri:c af Saladin^^ tri- 
umph : lalara ouating the West. 

Now, Englfltid doca not hold Daniagcua, and duea not 
seem likely to hold it. Nor ia it to he prcauineii that 
thp French w[]l be there much Innj^et. Yet unless yoii 
hold Dnmaaeiia how can you permanently support an 
alien hated and despised Jewish colony in a corner of 
Syria? Can anything tn the near future rendcT thn 
po&aession of the P»kstiniat3 sea-beard bv the Jews n 
thing of such value to England tliat she would b^ willing 
tc riak all the Orient for tliat one anomalous position — 
which ia not even a posaes^ion ? 

Altcmpta have imJeed been made lo prove in aomo 
lortuoua faahion that the holding of the coaat between 
Acre and Tclaviv was thi^ holdinj; of a " key " to India, 
It IB lamentable nonaeuse. Palestine has no Btrategical 
value to ua whataoeverr It has an indefensible land 
frontier which ia gengraphjcatly and ritrategicallv a part 
of Syria in general. Haifa as ft British port has an 
obvious and very ^reat strategical value, or rather will 
have 3iich when it has been fortified, but then ho will 
have any other point on the coast where in future a 
raodern harbour may be formed. Tripoli and Beyrouth 
are obvious examples, £ven if Palestine were held, or 
part of Palestine were held, ag a British colony with 
lahabitants among them from this country, it would be 
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a weakneM — n ilebit, not an aaaet. PwlcBtioe htld, not 
(br ouifli-lvcfl but for flomebody else wbo is no atrcngth 
to US and owes ua no allegiance^ is not only a debit but 
fl constant peril. To this it will be anawered "The 
thing haa been done. It cannot be undone. What 
then should we advise ? " 

If we cut OUT loHscfl by abandoning the Jewa to their 
fate, tbpy will certainly be deatroyed by the summnding 
powfsf of hlsm. Perhaps the only aolutian for the 
moment \a the present state of things, arrangal as beat 
itcan be arranged to our future advantage. Perhapg wfl 
can carry on for aome few years at least, even for many 
ycarHf graluitaualj defending an alien immigrant popu- 
lation against the millions of MohammedflDS, though 
obviously wc could never do so on condition of prevcntmg 
any further extension of Jewish power in thi>8e parta. 

The compromise auggeatcd by the Britiah government 
in this summer of 19a7, can have no finality about it. 
But there is ft certain pecariou^ equilibrium for the 
moment in the existing presence of a large protected 
Jewish minority on Syrian aoil. We can count for the 
moment on the support of the Arab state immediately 
to the eaat, across the Jordan, because its ruler hopes 
that the present arranj'ement will increase his wealth 
and power and the number of his subjects. Wn are for 
the moment not threatened by any other European 
pnwer. The French so long as they remain in chaos 
may be neglected, the Italians are not eitablished within 
close striking distance. But the thing remains unsettled 
and a full immediate solution of the problem remains 
impossible. 
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The tfulli ia, as everybody knowa, that \y^ promised 
the Arabs their counfry if ihcy woukl help ua a^iain^t 
the Turks. We then Ijroke our promise. As a mle^ 
to break vcmr promise in an advantage in llua v.-nr\il ; 
in thie case it scema to have turned out The other 'vay, 
and all we dfln do i5 to shouMer the (^<^nflef|iienceA of the 
error or falsehood or hetraval. whichever you like to 
call it, and earry on from day to day and from hanil to 
mouth. 

Those who made the pronii^ now assure ua, a score 
of veara later, that thev made a " mental resprvatjon " 
e:ieludiiig PalMline, but the interval between the act 
and ita e:cptanation is sin^uldrly broad, and " mental 
reservations ' are suspect espeeialiv when the other 
parly never henrd of them. 

- • * • • 

8uch. H^ it aeema to mt, is the standinj; of the 
triple problem in ita Revolutionary, Grrman and Zionist 
aspects at the Jiioment of writing, 

H. BELLOC. 
Ktkc's Lasd, 

August, 1937, 



